operation of filling teeth, is considered as one of the lesser branches of the science, this theory is at once flatly contradicted by the fact that no other topic in dental surgery has received so much or so exhaustive treatment in the way of writing and of oral teaching as well.
And yet although so much has been said upon the subject, and so well, I do not believe the topic is by any means exhausted. In fact, while humanity exists, and there thus remain teeth to be filled, if we may be guided by experience in the past in all science, we may properly believe that improvements in practice will constantly occur, that new and valuable and pertinent inventions will be made, and that our general knowledge of the subject in all its ramifications will grow with our growth. The instruments illustrated in Fig. 1, 2 , may be used on either of the dental engines.
After the cavity is properly prepared for the reception of the stopping, with the second instrument, (Fig. 2 ,) (Fig. 2.) On the under side of the gold cap, (Fig. 3 .,) are hooked, pointed or staple-shaped wires, which sink into the plastic stopping with which the cavity lias been filled, and thus serve to anchor the cap ready for finishing whenever the material has hardened?as in os-artifieial, or cooled as in Hill's stopping. If Hill's stopping be used, the cap must be warmed before being applied, by means of the instrument, (Fig. 4.,) by which it is first carried to its place, then with instrument ( Fig. 5 and 6,) by gentle pressure the cap is pressed home, causing the border of the cap to spread into the gutter or groove. It will be found that the proper adjust- ment of the cap in place, depends upon the force used in pressing it home upon the plastic stopping. It will also be observed, that the pressure will force the surplus material out under the edges of the cap, and thus on hardening or cooling, will complete the union between the cap and stopping ; of course the force necessary must be applied with great care and judgment. The instruments with which this part of the operation is performed is illustrated in
Figs. 5 I desire it to be understood I do not claim that this method will be found practicable or desirable in all cases of filling teeth. But I do claim that it will be found applicable to very many cases, and that in those instances its advantages will be manifold and important.
